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GUTE NATION ODER EUROPA? 

Euroskeptizismus in Norwegen und in der deutschsprachigen Schweiz 
 
 
 
Norway and Switzerland are not member states of the EU, since the majority of the people 
rejected integration in several referenda. The emotionality and the enormous mobilisation in 
national debates on integration cannot sufficiently be explained by economic and political 
reasons, since the majority of the elites are supporting integration. Instead, the main resource 
of mobilisation for Eurosceptics lies in reactivating deeply rooted descriptions of national self 
and other. For carving out these collective images, this discourse-analysis compares how the 
major Eurosceptical actors of Switzerland, the “Action for an Independent and Neutral 
Switzerland” (AUNS) together with the tightly connected “Swiss People’s Party” (SVP), on 
one hand, and the Norwegian movement “No To EU” (NEI TIL EU), on the other hand, 
describe their actions as meaningful in their iconography and narrations. In doing so, the 
study refers to and interprets extensive material from Eurosceptical actors and contributes to 
the understanding of Eurosceptical self-perception, ways of thinking, rhetoric and virtue 
system. Here Eurosceptics perceive themselves mainly as defenders of the national 
community and its nation-state, which are regarded as warm, natural, close, justified, 
efficient, peaceful and democratic, while Europe is perceived as the cold, distant, bureaucratic 
superstate EU. 


